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18 "1s juſt Matter of Admira- 
. tion to any one, that reads 
x — conſders, hom very vio 
1 N. the Presbyterians in 1 645, „&c. 
were, aguinſt any Toleration in Re- 
ligion, when 1 bad the Pomer in 
their Hands ; 3 how very clamo- 
rous they are now for it. Now, who 
can chuſe but reflect, that theſe op- 
Fpoſrte Opinions are the Effect of je- 
ſuitical Policy, to * -#s, and 
keep up our Heats and Animoſities ; 
K+ ther than of a purely Tender Con- 
Jeience? except you can ſuppbſe that 
. 2 10 


PREFACE. 


time to be petition'd for ; and at ano- 
ther, to be wrt and preach'd againſt 
with all the Heat of Expreſſion ima. 
ginabie. I will not irritate theſe _ 
Sons of Contradiction, but leave em 
ſeriouſly to animadvert upon their own 
Opinions formerly and now]; and, ſo 
doing, I hope they will come, at laſt, 

to join with me, in my bearty Prayer 
for ci moſt Religious and Gracious. 
QUEEN, ar the. Concinſion of. | 
these Rv a.. no 
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| 
| 
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A AL ET T k R of the e Mills 
of the City of London, preſentecd 
the Firſt of January, 1645, to 
the Reverend Aſſembly of Di- 
vines ſitting at Weſtminſter, by. 
Authority of Parliament, againſt, 


G 
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To our Reverend, Learned, and "_ Brethren, 
the Prolocator, and the reſt of the Divines aſ- 


_ ſembled, and now ſitting at Weſtminſter, by Me, 
thority of Parliament, theſe preſent. qe dls 


, Reverend and beleved Brethren, 


E are exceedingly apprehenſive. of, the 
Deſirableneſs of the Church's Peace, and 
of the Pleaſantneſs of Brethreus Unity, 

knowing that when Peace is ſet upon its proper Baſis, 
vi. Righteouſneſs and Truth, it is one of the beſt: 
Poſſeſſions, both deleQable and ofitable; like- 
Aaron's Oiatment, and the Dew of Hermon. It is 
true, by reaſon of different Lights, aud different 
Sights among Brethren, there may be diſſenting in 
Opinion; yet, why ſhould there be any ſeparating: 
from Church-Communion ? The Church's Coat may 
be of divers Colours; yet, why ſhould there be any 
eds in it? Have we not a Touchſtone of Truth, 
4 the 


(6) 

the good Word of God ? And when all things are 
examin'd by this Word, then that which is beſt may. 
be held faſt ; but-firſt, they muſt be known, and then 
examin'd afterwards. If our diſſenting Brethren, 
after ſo many importunate Intreaties, would have 
been perſuaded (either in Zeal to the Truth, or in 
ſincere Love to the Church's Peace and Unity among 
Brethren, or in reſpect to their own Reputation, by 
fair and ingenuous Dealing, or in Conſcience to their 
Promiſe made tothe Miniſters of London, now five Years 
ſince,or any ſuch-like'reaſonableConſideration)at laſt, 
to =_ given us a full Narrative of their Opinions, 
ald Grounds of their Separation; we are perſuaded, 
they, would not have ſtood at ſuch à Diſtance from 
us, as now They do : But they choſe rather to walk 
by their own private Lights, than to unboſom them- 
{elves to us, their moſt affectionate Brethren, and to 
ſer, themſelves in an untrodden Way of their own, 
rather than to wait what our covenanted Reforma- 
tion, according to the Word of God, and Examples 
of the beſt Reformed Churches, would bring forth. 
But the Offence, doth. not end here; it is much that 
our Brethren ſhould ſeparate from the, Church; but 
that they ſhoutd"endeavour to get a Warrant to au- 
thorize their Separation from it, and to have Liberty 
(by drawing Members out of it) to weaken and di- 
mitt} ac, till (ſo far as lies in them) they have 
brought it to nothing; this we think to be plainly 
unlawful; yet this, we underſtagd, is their preſent 

eſign and Endeavour; Wherefore (Reverend Fre- 
= )-having had ſuch large Experience of your Zeal- 
of God's Glory, your Care of his afflicted Church, 
your earneſt Endeavours to promote the complete 
Reformation of it, and of your ready Concurrence 
with us, in the Improvement of any Means that 
might be found conducible to this End; we are bold 
to hint unto you theſe our enſuing Reaſons, againſt! 


* 


the Toleration of Independency in this Churcg. 


1919.1 


I. The 


1 


I. The Deſires and Endeavours of Independency for 
* a Toleration, are, at this time, extremely unſea- 
ſonable and prepoſterous ; for, 


1. The Reformation of Religion is not yet per- 
fected and ſettled among us, according to our Covey 
nant. And, why may not the Reformation be raiſed 
up, at laſt, to ſuch Purity and Perfection, that truly 
tender Conſciences may receive abundant Satisfaction, 
for ought that yet appears ? | | 

2. It is not yet known, what the Government of 
the Independents is, neither would they ever yet 
vouchſafe to let the World know what they hold in 
that Point, though ſome of their Party have been 
too forward to challenge the London-Petitioners,” as 
led with blind Obedience, and pinning their Souls upon 


the Prieſt's Sleeve, for deſiring an Eſtabliſhment of the 


Government of Chriſt, before there was any Model 
of it extant. 10. | 

3. We can hardly be perſuaded, that the Indepen- 
dents themſelves (after all the Stirs they have made 
amongſt us) are, as yet, fully reſolved about their 
own Way, wherewith they would be concluded, ſee- 
ing they publiſh not their Model, (though they are 
nimble enough in publiſhing other things) and they 
profeſs Reſerves, and new Lights, for which they 
will (no doubt) expect the like Toleration, and ſo in 
inſinitum. It were more ſeaſonable to move for Tole- 
ration, when once they are poſitively determin'd how 
far they mean to go, and where they mean to ſtay. 


II. Their Deſires and Endeavours are unreaſoha- 
dle and unequal, in divers regards. N 


1. Partly, becauſe no ſuch Taleration hath hicher- 
to been eſtabliſh'd (as far as we know) in any Chri- 


. 


ſtian State, by the Civil Magiſtrate. 


2, Partly, 


(8) 
2, Partly, becauſe ſome of them have ſolemnly 
profeſs'd, that they cannot ſuffer Presbytery- And, 
anſwerable hereunto is their Practice, in thoſe Places 
where Independency prevails. n 
3. And, partly, becauſe to grant to them, and not 
to other S ctaries, who are free- born as well as they, 
and have done as good Service as they, to the Pub- 
lick, (as they uſed to plead) will be counted Injuſtice 
and great Partiality; but to grant it unto all, will 


7 


ſcarce be cleared from great Impiety. 


III. Iadependency is a- Schiſns: For, 


1. Independents do depart from our Churches, be- 
ing true Churches, and fo acknowledged by them- 
elves. _ | 
2. They draw and ſeduce our Members from our 
Congregations. " 
3- They erect ſeparate Congregations, under a ſe- 
parate and undiſcover'd Government. 
4. They refuſe Communion with our Churches, in 

the Sacraments. | | | 
5- Their Miniſters refuſe to preach among us, as 

Officers. 't 

6. Thei bers, if at any time they join with 
in/ Hearing the Word and Prayer, yet they do it 
s with the Miniſterial Word and Prayer, nor as 
s of Church-Commun ion. T2 | 
Now we judge, that no Schiſm is to be 
* Schiſms. tolerated in the Church; * gioua}z,; I Cor. 
+ Diviſions, i. 10. 1 Cor. xii. 25. Þ Styopadids 4 Rom, 
; Vi. 17. with 1 Cor. 111. 3. Gal. V. 204. 151 


IW. Many Miſchiefs will inevitably follow upon 
this Toleration; and that both to Church and 
Common-Wealth, 

Firſt, To the Church; 48, ; 519 $379 01 

1. Cauſeleſs and unjuſt Revolts from our Miniſtry 

and Congregations. *_ 3 


— 


' * 
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2. Our 
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2. Our Peoples Minds will be troubled, and i 
danger to be ſubverted, as Acts xv. 24. 

3. Bitter Heart-burniags among Brethren, will be 
fomented and perpetuated to Poſterity. 

4- The Godly, Painful and Orthodox Miniſtry, 
will be diſcouraged and deſpiſed. | | 

5- The Life and Power of Godlineſs will be eaten 
out by. frivolous Diſputes and vain Janglings. 


6. The whole Courſe of Religion, in private Fa- 


milies, will be interrupted and undermined. 

2. Reciprocal Duties, between Perſons of neareſt 
and deareſt Relations, will be extremely violated. 

8. The whole Work of Reformation, eſpecially in 
Diſcipline and Government, will be retarded, di- 
ſturb'd, and in danger of being made utterly fru- 
ſtrate and void, whilſt every Perſon ſhall have liber- 
ty, upon every trivial Diſcontent at Presbyterial Go- 


vernment and Churches, to revolt from us, and liſt 


themſelves in feparated Congregations. 

9. All other Sets and Hereſtes in the Kingdom, 
will be encouraged to endeavour the like Tolera- 
tion. | #4 

10. All other Se#s and Hereſies in the Kingdom, 
will ſafe-guard and ſhelter themſelves under the 
Wings of Independency ; and ſome of the Independents, 
in their Books, have openly avowed, that they plead 

for Liberty of Conſcience as well for others as them- 
ſelves. 

11. And the whole Church of Ergland, in ſhort 
time, will be ſwallowed up with Diſtraction and 
Confuſion. And, God is not the Author of Confuſion, 
but of Peace, 1 Cor. xiv. 33- ; 


Secondly, To the Common-Wealth. For, 


1. All theſe Miſchiefs ia the Church, will have 
their proportionable Influence upon the Common» 
Wealth. | RES 

2. The Kingdom will be wofully weakned, by 
Scandals and Diyihoas; ſo that the Enemies of it, 


B both 
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both Domeſtical and Forcign, will be encouraged to 
plot and practiſe againſt it. *” 

3. It is much to be doubted, leſt the Power of the 
"Magiſtrate ſhould not only be weakned, but even 
utterly overthrown, conſidering the Principles and 
Practices of Independents, together with their Com- 
pliance with other Sectaries, ſuſficiently known to be 
Anti-Magiſtratical. 1 


V. Such a Toleration is utterly repugnant and in- 
conſiſtent with that Solemn League and Covenant, 
for Reformation, and Defence of Religion, 
which not only both Houſes of Parliament, but 
alſo Perſons of all ſorts in both Kingdoms of 
England and Scotland, have ſubſcribed, and with 
Hands lifted up to the moſt High God, have 
ſworn: Which Covenant, likewiſe, both you 
and we, and thoſe that moſt earneſtly purſue 
the Eſtabliſhment of this Tole: ation, have made; 

(or ſhould have made) in the Preſence of Almigh- 
ty God, the Searcher of all Hearts, with a true In- 
rention to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at 
that great Day, when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall 
be diſcloſed. For, 


1. This is oppoſite to the Reformation of Religion, 
according to the Word of God, and the Example of 
the beſt Reformed Churches, Article 1. 

2. It is deſtructive to the three Kingdoms neareſt 
Conjunction, and Uniformity in Religion and Go— 
vernment, which might lead us and our Poſterity 
after us, as Brethren, to live in Faith and Love, 
Art. I. | | 

3. It is plainly contrary to that Extirpation of 
Schiſm, and whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſound 
Dottrine, and the Power of Godlineſs, which we have 
ſworn ſincerely, really, and conſtantly to endeavour, with- 
out reſpect of Perſons, Art. 2. 


4. Hereby 


_y 
. 


4. Hereby we ſhall be involved in the Guilt of 
other Mens Sins, and thereby be endangered to re- 
ceive of their Plagues, Art. 2. 

5- It ſeems utterly impoſſible, (if ſuch Toleration 
ſhould be granted) that the Lord ſhould be one, and his 
Name one, in the three Kingdoms, Art. 2. 

6. This will palpably inder the Reformation of Re- 
ligion; inevitably divide one Kingdom from another; 
and unhappily make Fuctions and Parties among the 
People, contrary to this League and Covenant: Of which 
evil Offices, whoſoever ſhall he found guilty, are re- 
puted, in the Words of the Covenant, Incendiaries, 
Malignants, or evil Inſtruments, to be diſcovered, that 
they may be brought to publick Tryal, and receive con- 
dien Puniſhment, Art. g. and 5. 

Theſe are ſome of the many Conſiderations, which 
make deep Impreſſion upon our Spirits, againſt that 
great Diana of Independents, and all the Sethuries, fo 
much cried up by them, in theſe diſtracted Times; 
viz. A Toleration, a Toleration. And, however, none 
ſhould have more rejoiced, than ourſelves, in the Eſtabl ſh- 
ment of a Brotherly, Peaceable, and Chriſtian Accomma= 
dation: vet, this be ug utterly rejected by them, we can- 
not d ſſemble, how, upon the ſore-mention'd Grounds, we 
deteſt and abhor the much endeavour'd Toleration. Our 
Bowels, our Bowels are ſtirr'd within us; and we 
could even drown ourſelves in Tears, when we call 
to mind, how long and ſharp a Travel this King=+ 
dom hath been in for many Years together, to bring 
forth that bleſſed Fruit of a pure and perfect Refor- 
mation: And now, at laſt, after ali our Paags, and 
Dolours, and Expectations, this real and thorough 
Reformation is in danger of being ſtrangled in the 
Birth, by a lawleſs Toleration, that [ſtrives to be 
brought forth before it. 

Wherefore, (Reverend and Beloved Brethren) we 
could not ſatisfy ourſelves, till we had made tome 


Diſcoyery of our Thoughts unto you about this Mat- 
B 2 ter; 


(ie) 
ter; not that we can harbour the leaſt Jealouſy of 
your Zeal, Fidelity, or Induſtry, in the oppoſing and 
extirpating of ſuch a Root of Gall and Bitterneſs, as 
Tel:ration is, and will be, both in preſent and future 
Ages; but that we may, what lies in us, endeavour mu- 
tually to ſtrengthen one another's Reſolutions againſt. 
the preſent growing Evils; and that our Conſciences 
may not ſmite us another day for ſinful Silence, or 
ſloggiſh Deficiency in any point of Duty tending to 
the Glory of Chriſt, Honour of the Truth, Peace of 
the Church, Perfection of Reformation, Performance 
of our Covenant, and Benefit of preſent and ſucceed- 
ing Generations. 


* 


Subſcribed by Us, 


From Sion-College, Tour affettionate Brethren, and Fellow- 


Lond 18. { 
7 5 Labourers in the Work of the Mi- 
niſt ry, to whom Truth and Peace is 
very precious. 
— — — 


(cup!) 


T will here ſubjoin the Opinions of the 0/4 Pref. 
byterians, touching the Neceſſity of Uniformity 
in Church-Government, and the ill Conſe- 

. quences of Toleration, 7 
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Mr. Baxter*s Senſe of the Evils of different Rites 
and Opinions, and of the Neceſſity of Uniformity | 
to preſerve the Church. 


Rom Diverſity in Opinion, and external Rites, 
reſulteth Diſlike; thence Enmity, thence Op- 
poſition, thence Schi/m in Church, and Sedition in 
State; the State not ſtanding ſecure without the 
Church, nor the Church without Unity, nor Unity 
without Uniformity. | 
Conſider this: *Tis the Judgment of ſome, that 
Thouſands are gone to Hell, and Ten Thouſands 
upon their March thither, that, 1a all probability, 
had never come there, if they had not been tempted 
from the Pariſh-Churches, for the Enjoyment of Com- 
munion in a purer Church. His Epiſtle to ſeparate 
Congregations. 


— —̃ — — 
„ T—— 


— 4 


Mr. Thomas Caſe, in a Sermon before the Com- 
mons, May 26. 1647. Page 33. &c. ſaith, 


[9 of Conſcience (ftalſly ſo call'd) may, in good 
time, improve itſelf into Liberty of Eſtates, 
Liberty of Houſes, and Liberty of Wives, and, in a 
Word, Liberty of Perdition of Souls and Bodies. 

| | This 
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This only would I know of you; are Idolaters, He- 
reticks, Blaſphemers, and Seducers, Evil-doers ? If 
ſo, then look to your Charge; Rom. xiii. 4. Rulers 
muſt be a Terrer to Evil-doers, unleſs you mean to bear 
the Sword in vain. And if you will, God will not; 
and if God take the Sword into his Hand once, he 
will ſmite to Purpoſe, and execute Vengeance through- 
ly, both upon the Evil-doers, and upon you that have 
not been a Terror to them. Oh, therefore, up and 
be doing, that you may deliver the Kingdom out of 
the Hand of the Lord, for it is 4 22 thing to fall 
into the Hands of the living God. let not your Pa- 
tience be interpreted a Connivance, and your Con- 
nivance be taken for a Toleration; It may be the 
Kingdom's Ruin, but it will be your Sin. | 


Aljo, in his Sermon before the Commons, Febr. 1 9. 1645. 
Page 25. he thus addriſſeth to them. 


Enthers and Brethren, How will you call this keep- 
ing of Covenant with God? Had we a Parliament of 
Apoſtate Julians, of whom it is reported, That at 
what time he opened the Temples of Heatheniſh Gods, 
he ſet open the Chriſtian Churches, called home all 
the Chriſtians that were baniſhed, both Orthodox 
and Heretick, and gave them (as we call it) Liberty 
of Conſcience, but as Auſtin more truly phraſeth it, 
Libertatem Perditionis, Liberty to deſtroy themſelves ; 
for that was his Policy and End, namely, by Liberty 
of all Religions, to deſtroy the true, and the Profeſ- 
ſors of it too: If we had a Parliament of careleſs 
Callios, we ſhould not wonder, &c. 


Dr. 


6 


Dr. William Good, in 4 Sermon before the Con | 
mons, March 26. 1645. declares his Mind thus : 


doubt not, but your Souls abhor that bloody Te- 

net to the Souls of Men, That it is the Duty at 
the Magiſtrate to tolerate all Religions? What is 
it that ſhall be unlawful, if this be lawful, for every 
Man to make a Law and Religion for himſelf? 
Such Allowance would prove deſtructive to Holineſs, 
both Perſonal and Domeſtical. Orms Religio & nulla 
Relig is; A Toleration of all Religions, would ſoon 
dwindle into no Religion. ( Auch more to this pur- 
poſe, may be ſeen in this Sermon.) 


** „?. — 


11 — * » — 


Doctor Cornelius Burgeſs, in a Sermon before the 
Commons, Nov. 5. 1641. p. 63, &. 


Beſeech you, in the Name of the Great God, 
1 whom you ſerve, to reſume and purſue your 
firſt Thoughts, of ſetting up God and his Ordinan- 
ces, as becomes you, in a regular Way ; that our 
Church, and the Government thereof, may be no 
longer laid Waſte, and expoſed to Confuſion, under 
the plauſible pretence of not forcing Mens Conſciences. 
To put all Men into a Courſe of Order and Unifor- 
mity ia God's Way, 1s not to force the Conſcience,” \ 
but to ſet up God in his due Place, and to bring 
—_ People into the Path of Righteouſneſs and 

ife, 


Alſo, in a Sermon before the Commons, at a Publick Faſt, 
March 30. 1642. P. 25. be thus ſpeaks his Mind. 


Be there none of you that foreſee the fatal Miſ- 
chief of leaving all Men to their Liberties in the 
; things 
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(16) 
things of God, and yet want Hearts to uſe your Skill 
and lutereſt, ro make haſte to ſettle Matters of Re- 
ligion, leſt you come too late with a Remedy ? when 
the Diſeaſe is grown incurable, aud the Kingdom 
grown to that pals, (as the grave Hiſtorian Livy no- 
ted of Rome) that it cannot bear the Malady, nor 


= * 


endure the Cure ? Pas. 46. Do you not ſee, or 
hear daily of the Diſorders, Sets, Rents, and Schiſms, 
that every where bud forth already, and threaten all 
Order, Unity, and Government? Give the Water 
but a Paſſage, without making up the Banks, and 
you know how ſoon whole Seas will break in upon 
us, and render all irrecoverable and incurable. . It 
one Difficulty occur to day, it will be doubled, yea, 
multiplied to morrow. There is no Hydra ſo fertile 
of Heads, as Errorr and Schiſm, grown to ſome 
Strength and Maturity. It will ask but a ſhort time 
of Connivance afterwards, there will be no curbing 
nor ſhaming of it. Nothing is ſo confident as Igno- 5 
rance, impudent as Falſhood, and catching as Er- 

rour. | 


In another Sermon, before the Commons, at a Publick Faſt, 


April 30. 1645. Pag. 51, 52. he exhorts them thus : 


Take heed of thoſe Spirits of Errour, who, with 
fair-ſpoken Words, make Merchaadize of you, be- 
guiling unſtable Souls. Beware of thoſe Complian- 
ces with, and Indulgences to, ail ſorts of Sets and 
Schiſms, now pleaded for, both by Word and Wri- 
ting; as if it were part of Chriſt's Legacy, and his 
Peoples Liberty, to be of what Religion they will. 
To be tolerated in any Opinions, never ſo erroneous 
and pernicious, (until farther Light) that it is the 
Magiltrate's Duty to prote& them in that Liberty, 
and that the contrary thereunto, is to perſecute 


Chriſt. 


Hath God inſerted this, as one main Branch of his 
grand Covenant with his People under the Goſpel 1 
I w. 


(17) 

| 7 

ki V 1 give them one Heart, and one Way, that they may 
Re- Fer me for ever, Jer. xxxii. 39. that is, That they may 
den / Call upon the Name of the Lord, to ſerve him with 
om ne Conſent, Zeph. iii. 9. Did Chriſt aſcend up on 


10- 


55 igh; and give Gifts unto Men, and give ſome 


\poſtles, and ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, and 


or ſome Teachers, for the Perfecting of the Saints, fot 
in he Work of the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the 


Body of Chriſt, till we all come into the Unity of the 
aith ? And, is it Perſecution and Antichriſtianiſm, to 


ac ngage all to Unity and Uniformity ? Doth Paul bid 
on The Philippians to beware of the Conciſion ? Phil. iii. 2. 
It Poth he beſeech the Romans to mark thoſe whith cauſe 
4, Pi viſſans and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which they 
i ad received, and avoid them; and that upon this 


ground, that they who are ſuch, ſerve not the Lord Je- 
us, but their own Bellies; however, by good Wordt, 
Land fair Speeches, they deceive the Hearts of the Sim- 
ple? Rom. xvi. 17. 18. Doth he, writing to the Ga- 
ians, wiſh, I would they were cut off that trouble you f 
Gal. v. 12. And, is it ſuch an heinous Offence 
now, for the faithful Servants of Chriſt, to adviſe 
you to the ſame Courſe? O Heavens ! be aſtoniſh'd 
at this, and bluſh for the Ignorance of ſome, and 
mpudence of others, that dare ſo boldly preſs for 
ſuch a Toleration, which none but vain, deſtructive 
houghts of carnal Men, can look upon, without 

adignation and Horror. | 
Beware how you hearken to theſe Empyricks and Sy- 
rem, who ſeek to charm the World into a deep Sleep, 
by preſenting their Confidence of a Neceſlity of Com- 
pliance with all forts of Sectaries; yea, of truſt- 
ing the Sword in their Hands, for fear of loſing the 
odly Party, (as too many proudly ſtyle themſelves, 
dy way of Difference, from all that are not of their 
Opinions and Ways.) What is this, but to teach 
0d a new Form of — ? to proclaim, that it 
4 15 
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WI 
is not always ſafe to hold out the Truth of the Go 
ſpel, and to command all Men to embrace it; but 
much ſafer, to halt between two Opinions? - Belike, 
King Joſiab went beyond his bounds, when, after, 
himſelf had ſworn a ſolemn Covenant to the Lords 
he made all Judah and Benjamin to ſtand to it; and 
made all that were preſent, in Iſrael, to ſerve the Lora 
their God, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 32, 33. And Aſa much} 
more, when he drew all the People into a Cove.“ 
nant, That whoſoever would not ſeek the Lord God 
of Iſrael,” ſhould be put to Death, whet her ſmall or great P 
Man or Woman, 2 Chron. xv. 13. But the ample and 

\ Tranſcendenr Commendations, which the Lord gives 
unto theſe pious Kings, eſpecially, in reference to 
their Sincerity and Zeal of Reforming and Settling! 
of Religion, in one uniform Way, may ſufficientlj . 
warrant and encourage all religious Magiſtrates toF 
take care, that all under their Government ſhould! 
ſerve the Lord with one Shoulder; this being not 
a Tyranny over Men, but the Privilege of the Go.) 
ſpel. Settle this in your Hearts. God's Truth, the® 
Worſhip and Diſcipline of Chriſt, ſet up, and eſta- 
biſhed in one uniform Way, never prejudiced any 
Nation or State, (where it had free Paſſage) in any! 

the leaſt degree; but hath ever been their Safety, 
Happineſs, and Honour. It is Errour, (how much 
ſoever cried up) not Truth, (how much ſoever cried 
down and blaſphemed) that makes and foments Fa- 
ctions and Rents, — Let People enjoy their juſt 
Privileges and Libertics, wherewith Chriſt hath madeF 
them free; not ſuch Licentiouſneſs, as is abuſed for 
a Cloak of Naughtineſs. N 


= » 
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Mr, Edmund | | 


(19) 


Go Yr. Edmund Calamy, i his Sermon before the. 
bu, Lord Mayor, Jan, 14. 1645. Pag. 3. makes this 


like, Lamentation. 


oref HE Churches of Chriſt lie deſolate, .Church-- 
* Reformation is obſtructed, Church-Diſcipline 
Loralnſettled, and Church-Diviſions increaſed. The fa- 
nuch hous City of London is become an Amſterdam, Se- 
ove.aration from our Churches is countenanc'd, Tolera- 
Godlion is cried up, Authority lieth aſleep. And, Pag. 4. 
rea Piviſions, whether they be Ecccleſiaſtical or Politi- 
and Hal, in Kingdoms, Cities, or Families, are infallible 
ive Lauſes of Ruin to them. See Mark iii. 24, 25. 
e tal Again, Pag. 14. Hereby the Hearts of People are 
ling ghtily diſtracted; many are hindred from Conver- 
ntly on; and even the Godly themſelves have loſt much 
5 topf the Power of Godlineſs in their Lives. I ſay, the 
zu1g Hearts of People are mightily diſturb'd, while one 
not Miniſter preacheth one thing, as a Truth of the Go- 
Go.pel ; and another Miniſter preacheth the quite con- 
the trary, with as much Confidence as the former. 
ſta. 4 Pag. 17. If Diviſions be deſtruQive to Kingdoms, 
Tities and Families, this reproveth thoſe that are 
he Authors and Fomenters of theſe Diviſions, that 
re now among us. Theſe are the Incendiaries of Eng- 
Jand. If he that ſets one Houſe a-fire deſerveth hang- 
; 7 much more they that ſet a whole Kingdom on fire. 
Jt he that murders one Man, muſt be put to Death, 
much more he that murders Three Kingdoms. Mark 
ade them (faith the Apoſtle, Rom. xvi. 17.) that cauſe Di- 
for viſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye 
ave learned, and avoid them; avoid them as x 
preateſt Enemies of England. Theſe are like the 
palamander, that cannot live but in the Fire of Con- 
Fention: Theſe are of a Feſuitical Spirit; and, no 
Houbt, the Heads and Hands of the Jeſuires are in 
10 4 all our Diviſions. | 


C.2 ; Pas. 


( 20 ) 


Pag. 33. T ake heed of the Land- deſtroying Opi- 


nion of thoſe that plead for an unlimited Toleration 
of all Religiogs, even of Turciſm, Judaiſm, &c. the 


Lord keep us from being poiſon'd with ſuch an Er- 


rour. Our Saviour's Saying, in Matth. xii. 25. riſeth | 
up againſt it, Every Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, i. 


brought to Deſolation, For it will divide a Kingdom 


againſt itſelf, it will rend it in a thouſand pieces, it 
is a Doctrine that overthroweth all Church-Govern- | 


ment, bringeth ia Confuſion, and openeth a wide 
Door unto all Irreligion and Atheiſm. For at the 
fame Door that all falſe Religions come in, the true 


r a Man to live where nothing is lawful, as where | 


all things are lawful, ſurely it is every way as uncom- 
fortable to live-where there are all Religions, as 
where there is no Religion at all. 11:6 2. 

Pag. 37. It is your Duty, Right Honourable, 
whom God hath entruſted with great Power, to ſup- 
preſs theſe Diviſions and Differences in Religion, by 
your Civil Authority, as far as you are able, leſt you 


are acceſſory unto them. For, God hath made you 


Cuſtodes utriuſque Tabulæ, Keepers not only of the 


ſecond Table, (as ſome fondly imagine) but of the 


firſt Table alſo; and not only Keepers, but indices 
utriuſque Tabule, Puniſhers alſo of thoſe that tranſ- 
greſs againſt either of them; For you are the Miniſters 
of God for Good, ard'Revengers to execute Wrath upon 
him that doth Evil, Rom. xili. 4. and God hath depu- 
ted you for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the 


Praiſe of them that do well, Pet. ii. 19. There be ſome | 


that would blot out half your Commiſſion, and re- 
ſtrain this Good and Evil, to Civil Good, and to E- 
vils only againſt Man: But this is againſt that gene- 


rel Rule, Non eff diſt;jnguendum, ubi lex non diſtinguit ; 


Where the Law doth not diſtinguiſh, there muſt not 


we diſtingujſn. Tell me, I beſeegh you, ſhall it be 


—_ a 


Jawful tor Magiſtrates, to puniſh thoſe that ＋ ro 


lend 


8 


Aae will quickly get out; and if it be as good 


( 21) 
Mens Souls ? Shall — be blamed, for ſuffering Men 
to draw away People from Obedience to the Laws of 
the Land, and to themſelves; and not alſo, for ſuf- 
fering Men to draw away People from the Truth of 
the Goſpel, and from the Ways of God; ſuch as Hy- 
meneus and Philetus, who overthrew the Faith of 
ſome, and their Words eat as a Canker? Shall Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates take up the Maxim of Tiberius, 
Deorum injurias Diis cure eſſe ; Let God himſelf take 
care to vindicate himſelf from Injuries committed 
againſt God? As for me, I will (juſt Iike Gato) take 
care of none of theſe. things. Can Chriſtian Ears 
endure ſuch Language? Doth not God propheſy 
Haiah xlix. 23. that in the New Teſtament Kings ſhall. 
be our Nur ſing- Fathers, and Queens our Nurſmg-Mo- 
thers And how can a Chriſtian Magiſtrate diſcharge 
that Duty as he ought, if he hath not Power from 
God to puniftr thoſe that would poiſon the Souls of 
his weak Children with Hereſies and Soul-deſtroying 
Opinions ? | | 
Object. Will you allow the Magiſtrate to tyrannize 
+ over Mens Conſciences ? 9 


Anſw. By no means; But I believe it is the Duty 
of Magiſtrates, to keep Men from infecting thei 
Subjects with Soul-deſtroying Errours, If thou ha 
an heretical Opinion, have it to thyſelf, and the Ma- 
giſtrate will not, nay, cannot meddle with thy pri- 
vate Conſcience: But if thou laboureſt to infect o- 
thers with thy Grace-deſtroying Opinions, I doubt 
not but the Magiſtrate is bound to keep thee from 
 fpreading thy Infection, to the undoing of the Souls 
of his Subjects. If he may lawfully ſhut up a Man 
that -hath the Plague upon his Body, that he may fot 
infect others; why not a Man that hath the Plague 
of Hereſy upon his Soul, that ſo he may not deſtroy 
the Souls of Thouſands ? Shall a Maſter of a Family 
| 9 have 


« < -»& 


over that Servant's Conſcience ? And, Shall not the 
Chief Magiſtrate of a Kingdom have Power to put 


aut of his Kingdom, (at leaſt, ſnut up from doing 


Hurt) one that is his Subject, and polluted with 


blaſphemous, heretical, idololatrical Opinions? Is 


not the Kingdom the Magiſtrate's Houſe and Fa- 
mily ? 


h another Sermon before the Commons, Octob. 22. 1644. 
Plage 46. Mr. Calamy preached thus: 


| Thi is a certain Rule, That all the Sins of the 


ngdom, which are committed by your Connivance 
or Allowance, are the Parliament-Sins, and they call 
for a Parliament-Repentance ; and, therefore, I be- 
ſeech you, ſearch and try your Hearts, and conſider 
how far you are acceſſory to the Sins of the King- 
dom, that ſo you may be wrought up, not only to a 
Perſonal, but a Parliament-Humiliation. —— If you 
do not labour, according to your Duty and Power, 
to ſuppreſs the Errours and Hereſies that are ſpread 
in the Kingdom, all theſe Errours are your Errours, 
and theſe Hereſies are your Hereſies; they are your 


Sins, and God calls for a Parliamentary-Repentance 


from you for them this Day. You are the Anabap- 
tifts, you are the Antinomians, and 'tis you that hold, 
That all Religions are to be tolerated, &c. Theſe 
are your Errours, if they ſpread. by your Conni- 


vance; for the Sins of old Eli's Sons are imputed - 


to Eli himſelf: And when the 1ſraelites had pro- 


phaned the Sabbath, Nehemiah told the Nobles of Fu- 


dab, that it was they that did prophane it, becauſe 
they ſuffercd the People to prophane it, Nehem. 
xlil. 17. . | 


Mr. 


ve Power to put away a Servant that is tainted 
ith a groſs Opinion, and yet not be call'd a Tyrant 


r 


BS it. > 


Ar. George Hughes, late Miniſter of Plymouth, in 


his Sermon before the Commons, May 26. 1647. p. 34. 
preached thus : 


1 muſt ſay, that Toleration muſt be a deſtructive 
Principle to the State or Church, where-ever it be 
allowed; Experience hath ſhew'd us no leſs in Kings 
doms and Churches called by God's Name. — Ye 
Servants of Chriſt, take heed of yielding to the Pre- 
tences of Conſcience; the Devil, not Chriſt, has his 
Throne there; and no ſtronger Hold for him than 
Conſcience, if he once take it: Chriſt will not ſuffer 
him to ſhelter there; therefore you may not, ſo much 
as in you lieth. 


Object. Do not other States, and ſome of the United- 
Provinces, tolerate all theſe Hereſies, and protect 
them, and yet they proſper, who more ? 


Anſw. 1 deſire not to meddle with other States, 
unleſs I might do them Good. But, 

1. Can any Man ſay, that Proſperity is a Sign pe- 
culiar to them ? then let Rome come in, and ſpeak 
more than any for outward Proſperity. 

2. Are not ſpiritual Wickedneſſes as odious to 
God, as carnal? and, Are not theſe Hereſies, ſuch 
which God condemns as Works of the Fleſh, incon- 
ſiſtent with Chriſt's Kingdom ? 

3. Hath God made an end of viſiting Nations for 
the Sins of them? When God hath done judging, 
. were a better time to urge this Example, than now. 


I pray God, the evil Day may not overtake theſe 
States ! the good God cauſe the Cup of Trembling 
to paſs by them, and purge their Iniquities peace- 
ably ! but I am preſſed in Spirit to ſay, God hath not 
ſpared ſuch State-Polities, which have fought their 
own Riſe by the Ruin of God's Truth. Witneſs 
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(244) 
Feroboam the Son of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin 4 
and, as Seneca ſaith, Qui non vetat peccare, cum poteſt, 
bet ; He bids fin, that doth not hinder it, when 
e can. —— God's Truth, my Beloved, and not 
Man's Example, muſt be the Rule. If Hereſies 
yet muſt be, let us mourn for what we cannot help. 
It is a miſerable Neceſſity, when not allowed. It 


will be rejoicing in Iniquity either for Church or 


State, wilfully to rolerare, 
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Mr. Edmund Calamy*s Godly-Man's Ark, Epiſt, 
Dedic. to the Pariſh of Aldermanbury, Dire- 
ction Fourteen. | 


* 


T* heed of ſeparating from the Publick AC: 


ſemblies of the Saints. I have found by Ex- 
perience, that all our Church-Calamities have ſprung 
from this Root. He that ſeparates from the Pub- 
lick Worſhip, is like a Man tumbling down a Hill, 
and never leaving, till he comes to the Bottom of it. 


I could relate many ſad Stories, of Perſons profeſſing 


Godlineſs, who, out of Diſlike to our Charch-Meet- 


- ings, began, at firſt, to ſeparate from them, and 


after many Changes and Alterations, were turn” 
ſome of them Ranters, ſome Quakers, ſome Anabap- 
riſts, ſome direct Atheiſts, But 1 forbear ; you muſt 


hold Communion with all thoſe Churches with which 


Chriſt holds Communion; you muſt ſeparate from 
the Sins of Chriſtians, but not from the Ordinances 
of Chriſt. Take heed of Unchurching the Churches 


of Chriſt, leſt you prove Schiſmaticks inſtead of being 
true Chriſtians. : 


( 25) 


My. Richard Baxter, in his Holy Common- 
Wealth, Adartion to Pref. Prop. 6. ſaith, 


T was none of the Old Cauſe, that the People 
ſhould have Liberty, and the Magiſtrate ſhould 
have no Power, in all Matters of God's Worſhip, 
Faith and Conſcience: And as it is not the Old 
Caaſe, fo it is not a good Cauſe ; For, Firſt, it con- 
tradicteth the expreſs Revelation of the Will of God 
in the Holy Scriptures. Moſes had to do, in Matters 
of Religion, as a Magiſtrate ; and fo had the Ruling- 
Elders that aſſiſted him; and ſo had the Kings of 
of Iſrael and Judah, as it is well known; inſomuch 
that, in A/a's Days, they covenanted to put him to 
Death that would not ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael. —— 
Law and Providence are quite chang'd, if Toleration 
of falſe Worſhip, and other Abuſes of Religion, tend 
not to the Ruin of the Common-Wealth. It tends 
alſo to the Deſtruction of the Church, and Mens 
Souls, if all have leave to do their worſt, to preach 
up Infidelity, Mahometiſm, Popery, or any other falſe 
Doctrine, or Worſhip, agaiuſt the great and neceſſa- 
ry Truths. | 
I leave it, therefore, to the Judgment of all Men, 
that are not faſt aſleep in their Security, and utter- 
ly unacquainted with the Advantages of the Papiſts, 
whether this-Deſign of engaging the Magiſtrate, by 
a Fundamental Conſtitution, not to meddle with 
Matters of Faith and Worſhip, but leave them all to 
Chriſt above, be not the preſent Setting up of Popery 
in England, and the Delivering all the Fruit of our 
2 Prayers, and Victories, into the Papiſts 
ands? 


D Objed. 


(26) 


Od ect. Liberty for Popery and Prelacy is ſtill excepted. 


Anſw. By whom? But, if there had been an 
Exception againſt Popery, &c. put in, it would have 
been to little purpoſe, as long as a general Rule is 
laid down that condemneth that Exception : For 
if it be the ſtanding Rule, that Matters of Religion 
and Faith, and all Matters of Worſhip, are out of 
the Magiſtrates Power; to ſay then, that Po 
ſhall be excepted from Liberty, is to ſay, the Magi- 


ſtrate ſhall intrude into the proper Office of Chriſt to 
reſtrain the Papiſts. 


11 


Mr. Matthew Newcomen, in 4 Sermon before the 
Parliament, Sept. 12. 1644. Pag. 31, ſaith, 


N? Reformation of Religion now, now nothing 


will ſatisfy ſome, but a Toleration of all Reli- 


gions, and all Opinions. Church-Government and 
Diſcipline is to ſome a Fiction, to others a Tyranny 
and Perſecution. Ah, Brethren ! this is a Provoca- 


tion, and will be a Provocation ; for this, God may | 


turn us into the Wilderneſs again. 

Pag. 36. We are come to down-right Liber- 
tiniſm. There are two Opinions, which, if encou- 
raged, will open a Door to Tureiſm, Fudaiſm, Atheiſm, 
Polytheiſm, any Monſter of Opinion. The one is, 
that every Man is to be left to the Liberty of his own 
Religion, an Opinion moſt pernicious and deſtructive, 
as to the Souls of Men, ſo to the Common-Weal of 


the Kingdom. That Liberty of believing what | 


Men will, (or of holding what Faith they pleaſe) is 
no other than a Liberty of Erring, and of erring in 
a Matter that concerns the eternal Salvation of the 
Soul; wherein, to err, cannot but be moſt dange- 
rous and deſtruQive. _—, Diverſity of Religion diſ- 
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joints and diſtracts the Minds of Men, and is the Se- 
minary of perpetual Hatreds, Jealouſies, Sedition, 
Wars, if any thing in the World be; and, in a little 
time, either a Schiſm in the State begets a Schiſm in 
the Church, or a Schiſm in the Church begets a Schiſin 
in the State; that is, either Religion and the Church 
is prejudiced by Civil Contentions, or Church-Con- 
troverſies and Diſputes about Opinions break out in- 
to Civil Wars. Men will, at laſt, take up Swords 
and Spears inſtead of Pens, and defend by Arms 
what they cannot do by Arguments. Once for all; 
it is the Preſervation of Religion, and Reformation 
of it, which you have covenanted to endeavour; and 
not a Liberty of Opinion, that will conſiſt with nei- 
ther: It is Extirpation of Hereſie and Schiſm that 
you have covenanted ; which, if it be connived at, 
Why doth the Apoſtle reprove the Corinthians for 
their Schiſm ſo much? And, why doth the Lord Je- 
ſus commend the Angel of the Church of Thyatira, 
reproved for ſuffering that Woman Jezebel, who 
calld herſelf a Propheteſs, to teach and ſeduce? If 
once we come to this, that any Man be ſuffer'd to 
teach what he pleaſeth, to ſeduce whom he liſt, to 
be of what Faith or Religion ſeems good in his own 
Eyes; farewel Covenant, farewel Reformed Reli- 
gion, farewel the Peace and Glory of England, if 
that day once come ! — It is not uſual, nay, it is 
not poſſible, that they, which love God ſincerely, 
ſhould” deſire to cheriſh differing Religions: For, it 
is moſt certain, he that admits contrary Religions, 
believes neither of them. 


In another Sermon at St. Paul's, Feb. 8. 1645. Pag. 12. 
Mr. Newcomen- ſaith, 


If it be lawful for every Man to entertain, and 
hold what Opinion he pleaſeth, how differing ſoever 


from the Opinion and Judgment of the reſt of the 
D 2 Church; 


— — 


Church; yet, becauſe this is his Opinion, and his 
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Judgment is perſuaded of it, he muſt follow his own 
judgment; and that this Liberty of practiſing his 
Judgmenr, be, as ſome ſay, Liberty of Conſcience, part 
of the Liberty purchaſed by Jeſus; and to reſtraia ir, 
is, in their Language, Perſecution, Tyranny, &. It 
this were true, ſurely, Paul did very ill, to charge 
the Corinthians with ſo much Authority, to be of the 
ſame Mind, and of the ſame Judgment, 2 Cor. xiii. 1 t - 


Might not ſome among the Corinthians have ſaid to 


Paul, This 1s a hard Uſage ? this is to rack a low 
Man to the ſame Length with a taller, and to cut a 
tall Man to the Stature of one that is low ? (as Pro- 
craſtes did by his Gueſts, to ſuit his Bed.) What! 
the ſame Judgment, and the ſame Mind? Will nor 
Paul allow Difference of Lights, and Sights ? Might 
not-ſome one among the Corinthians have ſaid, What 
if I am of Opinion, that there is no Reſurrection ? 
what hath Paul, or any Man, to do with that? It is 
my Conſcience, and it is my Liberty : What hath 
any Man to do with my Conſcience, more than I with 
his? Might not Hymeners have ſaid, What if it be 
my Opinion, that the Reſurrection is paſt already? 
2 Tim. ii. 18, What hath Paul to do with that? Yes, 
faith Paul, If ye perſiſt obſtinate, l will excommunicate 
you, I will deliver you up to Satan, that you may learn 
not to blaſpheme, 1 Tim. i. 20. Certainly, this Shel- 
ter, this Alum of Errour, falſly call'd Liberty of Con- 


ſcience, was not thought of in tormer Times. 


See more of the Sinfulneſs, and very miſchievous 
Conſequences of Toleration, in the Book of the Learn- 
ed Presbyterian Miniſter, Mr. Thomas Edwards, en- 
tituled, The Caſting down of the laſt and ſtrongeſt Hold 
of Satan; or a Treatiſe againſt Toleration, and pretended 
Liberty of Conſcience : Wherein, by Scripture, found . 
Reaſon, Fathers, School-men, Caſuiſts, Proteſtants, 
Divides of all Nations, Confeſſions of Faith of the 
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Reformed Churches, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, and 
conſtant Practice of the moſt pious and wiſeſt Em- 


'»-<rors, Princes, States, the beſt Writers of Poli- 


ks, the Experience of all Ages, yea, by divers 
Principles and Proceedings of Sectaries themſelves, 
as Donatiſts, Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, and Independents, 
the Unlawfulneſs and Miſchief in a Chriſtian State or 
Kingdom, both of an univerſal Toleration of all Re- 
ligions, and of a limited or bounded, of ſome Seas 
only, are clearly proved and demonſtrated, with all 
the material Grounds and Reaſons, brought for ſuch 
Tolerations, fully anſwer'd. Printed 1647. 


For the direct Contrary to all that has been ſaid 
before, I refer the Reader to all their Writings, 
Preaching, Speeches, and publick Converſation, ever 


ſince the Reſtauration, more eſpecially of late Years 


and, particularly, to the B. of $----'s Speech againſt 
the Bill to prevent Occaſional Conformity, &c. 


Thus have I faithfully repreſented to the Diſſenters 
their own Senſe of TOLERATION and SEPARA- 
TION, and in their own Words, when they had got 
the Power into their Hands; and leave them to re- 
flect, how unjuſt all their Clamours and Outcrys a- 
gainſt the Church are, for preſſing the Neceſſity of 
Uniformity in Religion, for the Preſervation both 
of Church and State. But ſuch is the Nature of ſome 
People, that they are willing to have that granted 
to them, which, in their turn, they will not allow to 
others. I am loth to make any poignant Reflexions 
here upon any Party, tho' there is ſufficient room 
for it; being rather inclin'd to heal than exaſperate; 
and, therefore, exhort all Lovers of our Religious 
and Gracious QUEEN, to join with me in the 


following P RAT ER for Her. 


THE 


0 Eternal God, who alone ruleſt in the Ring dom: 
Ee Men; be pleaſed, of thy infinite Goodneſs, 
to place 4 Guard of Angels about the Perſon of our 
moſt Religious and Gracious Queen, and ſo ſecure 
Fler with the Defence of Thy Right-Hand, that 
no unballom d Arm may do Violence to Her. Sap- 
port Her with Aids from Heaven in all Her Battles, 
hals, and Dangers, that She may, in every Inſtant 
1 Her Life, become dearer to Thee; and do Thou 
return to Her with Healing in Thy Wings. Give 
Her the Hearts of all Her People, and pat into Her 
Hand 4 Scepter of Power, and a Sword of Juſtice, 
and enable Her to Defend and Comfort the Churches 
under Her Protection. Bleſs all Her Friends, Re- 
latives, Confederates, and Subjects; Direct their 
Counſels, unite their Hearts, ſtrengthen their Hands, 
and bleſs their Actions. Give unto them Holineſs 
Intention, thut they may, with much Candour and 
enuity, purſue the Cauſe of God and the Daren, 
Santtify all the Means and Inſtruments of their Pure 
Poſes, that they may, by Mildneſs, Juſtice, and Le- 
| nity, 
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nity, proceed towards the End of their juſt Deſires: 
424 4 Thoa crown - = FR oth 7 
oſperous Event; that all may co-operate t | 
— a thoſe great Mercies which —— of Thee 4 
to wit, Honour and Safety to our Sovereign, De- 
fence of Her Juſt Rights, Peace to Her People, En- 
couragement and Promotion to Religion, Advantages 
and Inducements to Learning and Holy Living, Deli- 
der ance to all the Oppreſſed,Comfort to all Thy Faithful 
People, and, from all theſe, Glory to Thy Holy Name, 
Grant this, O Ring of Kings, for His Sake, by 
whom Thou haſt conſigned to us all Thy Mercies and 
Promiſes; and to whom Thou haſt given all Power 
in Heaven and Earth, even our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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